**FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE**
New Non-Fiction Book Investigates False Claims of Major League Baseball Participation
LAS VEGAS, Feb. 25, 2026 - In Baseball Imposters: The Dark Side of Fandom, author Rob Sheinkopf delivers a fascinating and meticulously researched exploration of a little-known but surprisingly widespread phenomenon: grown men falsely claiming to have played Major League Baseball.
Blending investigative inquiry with sharp observation, Sheinkopf sheds light on what novelist W. P. Kinsella famously termed “The Eddie Scissons Syndrome,” a reference to a fictional character in Shoeless Joe, the novel that inspired the film Field of Dreams.
For more than forty years, Sheinkopf has collected and analyzed stories of individuals who fabricated professional baseball careers. In this revealing work, he recounts real-life cases—changing names to protect identities—and examines the ripple effects such deception creates for families, colleagues, and communities.
Throughout Baseball Imposters, Sheinkopf balances humor, contempt, and empathy. He explores not only the mechanics of deception but also the emotional motivations behind it—from longing for recognition to coping with unrealized dreams. The result is a compelling examination of identity, memory, and the cultural power of baseball in American life.
While centered on the sport, the book ultimately reaches beyond the diamond, inviting readers to reflect on the broader human tendency to embellish or reinvent personal history. The stories may surprise and amuse, but they also provoke deeper questions about authenticity and belonging.
Baseball Imposters: The Dark Side of Fandom is now available in paperback, hardcover, and Kindle at Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and wherever books are sold online.
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